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Hints concerning the Education of the Common People. 


[From Mifcellanies : Philofophical, Medical, and Moral. Oc- 
tavo Vol. 1. 


(Concluded from Page 153.) 


SINCE thefe remarks were firft written, a grand and exs 
tenfive plan has been fet on foot in England*, by Mr. 
Raikes of Gloucefter, for the education of the common peo- 
ple. It will eafily be underftood that [allude to the inititution 
of Sunday Schools. Itis with infinite fatisfaction, that 1 find 
fo many eminent and excellent perfons have now engaged in 
promoting thefe, and that the good effects flowing fiom them 
are already beyond all expectation. Excellent Mr. Raikes! 
may thy benevolent example be univerfally followed. Thou 
haft raifed the deprefled human mind, and given light to thofe 
who fat in darknefs, The blefling of them that were ready to 
perith fhall come upon thee; and the people who were 
deftroyed for lack of knowledge, fhall celebrate thy name ! 
Enlightened politicians throughout Europe, are generally 
beginning to adopt the fame fentiments.—I have lately m.t 
witha French work, whic 1 have long been in quelt of, 
© Vues patriotiques fur Education du Peuple; a Lyon, 1783,” 
Vou. XXII. 549. s 120 


* The author isa Scotchman. 
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12mo. This little piece is elegantly written, and contains 
many valuable obfervations. The author does not extend his 
ideas quite fo far as I have done, or as I think his principles 
fhould have led him todo. He appears to have been afraid, 
left it fhould be made a capital objection to his book, that he 
granted too much to the people ; an objection which would 
indeed be more formidable in his country than in Britain. 
However, there is great merit in the work. I thall tranflatea 
paflage from ithere. Roufleau having faid, in the firft book of 
his Emiliusythat the poor-fhould not be educated, becaufe they 
had no need of-education, our author refutes this idea, and afks, 
“ How, without fome initruction, fhall they learn to conform 
themfelves to their fituation, to leflen the number of its dif. 
ficulties by induftry, to mitigate them by refignation, or fome- 
times to rife above that unfortunate condition, into-which-the 
chance of their birth has thrown them ?—I teach the rich, fay 
you, to make a proper ufe of their riches; but what canI 
teach the poor man? Much—not to make a bad ufe of his 
poverty; not to make it a pretence for giving himfcif up te 
beggary and idlenefs; or for making free with the fortune of 
others ; laftly,topay his country that tribute with his ftrength, 
which another pays with his gold. Do not then confider this 
as the leaft ufeful tafk.—ls it indifferent in what manner the 
poor manemploys his hands? Is it the fame thing to fociety, 
whether he fprinkles the furrows of the plains with the fweat 
of his brow, or drenches the highways with the blood of the 
traveller ?—-To {peak with propriety, it is the poor man, it is 
the common people, who have moft need of education.”— 
Ch. Til. 

The inhabitants of Buda having afked leave of the Em- 
pererof Germany (Jofeph II.) to ercct a ftatue to him, that 
Monarch refufed the honour, “ until,” fays he, “ the time 
fhall arrive, when I fhall have been fuccefsful in my attempt, to 
level all the prejudices which obftruct the progrefs of human 
reafon :—Till the time, when I fhall perceive equity and good 
order prefiding over the courts of juftice ; knowledge in- 
creafed by the perfection of the means of acquiring it; the 
common people better informed; the clergy more regular ;” 

That too little attention is paid to the improvement of the 
lower ranks of fociety in this country is a lamentable fact; 
and government has to anfwer for it. Statutes piled on 
itatutes are, every {-flion, added to the fanguinary heap, Such 

crowds 


+ This was written before the Revolution in France. 
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crowds of offenders are annually doomed to tranfportation, 
and death, that our apprehenfions may foon be excited, left the 
effeét fhould be felt in the decreafing population of the coun 
try. Yetno proper means are adopted for removing thatig- 
norance and depravity, from which thefe offences originate. 
It isfurely of more importance to prevent vice, than to punifh 
it; and a very {mall part of the timeand labour fpent in form- 
ing our code of criminal laws, anda very {mall portion of the 
expence incurred in punifhing our criminals, would be fufficient 
to eftablifh a regular fyftem of national education, adapted to 
the condition of the poor, the great purpofes of which fhould 
be to inculcate on them the principle of religion and morality, 
freed from the dogmas of theological fects; to teach them 
what are their own rights, andthe rights of others; what they 
owe to fociety, and what fociety owes to them ; and finally, to 
direct their views to proper, and worthy objeéts, and to lead 
them to the voluntary exercife of their duty, by thewing them 
that itis their intereft. 

Inaddition to the feveral focicties for promoting particular 
branclies of, knowledge, I could with to fee one inftituted for 


* diffuling knowledge in general; one that fhould employ itfelf 


in encouraging modeft merit, in fearching after the village 
Newton, in reicuing from obfcurity the genius of the cottage, 
and in calling forth the fong of the Milton, whe would other- 
wife have been mute and ingloriousx—Perhaps it may bea 
little hyperbolical, to {peak of a Newton remaining unknown 3 
butif 1 fhould admit, that fuch a man, who often will not oc- 
cur inthe courfe of centuries, would always be able to raife 
himfelf into notice and diétinétion, it would ftill be true of all 
the inferior clafles of men of genius—of thoufands who 
might be highly ufeful to fociety, who might in various ways 
inftruct and enlighten mankind—that the difadvantages of their 
circumftances, ftifling or mifdirecting their talents, would 
keep them in the fituation of thofe of whom the poet fays, 


« Chill penury reprefs’d their noble rage, 
“ And froze the genial current of the foul.” 


Icould with therefore to fee a fociety inftituted that fhould 
caule books to be compofed for the particular purpofe of in- 
ftructing the unlearned, and that thould print and circulate, in 
different regions, fuch performances as had a tendency to 
awaken the love of letters, and promote tie improvement of 
human minds : A fociety which fhould receive a certain nume 
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ber of ingenious youths ; and, after inftructing them in the 
fciences, fend them forth, fome as miffionaries, to put to flight 
the illufions of error and ignorance among men; and others to 
occupy various ufeful ftations in life, as their talents or fitua- 
tion fhould direé&t them ; and who, in return for the advantages 
of their education, fhould be required at their difmifiion only 
to promife, that they would, in their feveral fpheres, exert theme 
felves to in{pire the love of knowledge into the boioms of their 
friends and acquaintance, and all around them: Laftly, a fo- 
ciety which fhould place philofophy in all the genuine dignity 
of her character; and which, inftead of celebrating cays in 
honour of hypocritick faints and enthufiaftick devotees, fhould 
compile a new kind of calender, and confecrate a day tocoms 
memorate the birth of Ariftotle, and of Socrates, of Cons 
fucius, Locke, Newton, and fuch, as like them, have exalted 
the deprefled human mind, inftructed mankind in the ufe of 
their faculties, vindicated the rights of human nature, and 
fupported the caufe of letters, liberty, and virtue, in various 
periods of the world.—It is with regret 1 quit a fubject, on 
which fo much might yet be faid. ButasI cannot go beyonda 
few hints, I thall only offer one obfervation more, which is’ 
that this matter deferves the ferious attention of the friends of 
liberty in Britain. A general {pirit of reform now pervades 
us; and an inclination to enlarge in every fhape the powers and 
privileges of the peaple. But, perhaps, it may be found, that 
we are beginning at the wrong end of things; and that, before 
we mzke the pea; le more powerful, we ihould endeavourto 
make them better qualified for it; left, by giving them power, 
before they bave got wifdom, we make them more unhappy, 
and more vicious than before. 





An Account of Prince of Wales's Ifland in 1789. 


By Mr, James Howison, one of the Surgeons tothat new See 
tlement, 


HIS ifland, which is defcribed in the charts under the de- 
‘nomination of Pulo Penung, is fituated in the entrance of 
the Straits of Malacca, in 100 degrees of eaft longitude, and in 
5 degrees of north latitude. It is about feven leagucs in lengthy 
and three in breadth. Its northern extremity runs nearly parallel 
with the main land, at a diftance of about two miles, by which 


a fine channel is formed, wherein all the navies of Europe might 
ride 
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ride in perfect fafety, the height of the furrounding mountains 
acting as a barrier againft tie force of the prevailing winds. 

The climate, confidering our near approach to» the equator, 
is remarkably mild. Eighty degrees is about the mean height 
ef the thermometer at noon, which, during the night, is {eldom 
above feventy. 

Its falubrity, if equalled, is to be furpaffed by no European 
fettlement ia the eaft. Out of a garrifon of 300 troops (natives 
of Hindoftan), not one died for thefe laft fourteen montht—a 
moft fingular circumftance to be experienced bya new fettles 
ment:in anuncileared country. LIam.of opinion that this great 
falubrity may be the effect of a conftant ventilation, fupported 
by almoft conftant but gentle breezes, upon a country where 
the uniform but gradual elevation from the fea to the foot of the 
hills, prevents thofe ftagnations of water, the exiftence of which 
in tropical latitudes has ever been found hig)ly inimical to the 
human health. 

A ridge of mountains, deeply indented and covered with ever 
greens, divide the ifland longitudinally. There a numbez of 
rivulets receive their origin, whofe wat.rsin purenefs are clearer 
than cryftal, and give both beauty and fertility to the inter- 
feéted plains. The thade afforded to their ftreams by the clole- 
nefs of the cover, from their fource to the fea, admits of their 
pofleffing a degree of cold feldom found within the tropics, and 
which, in bathing, is powerfully invigorating to bodies relaxed 
by a vertical fun. The fenfe of pleafure produced by this 
amufement is too exquifite to be defcribed, and can only be 
felt. 

The-foil, which is light and fandy near the fea, gradually 
changes toa rich clay on our approach to the high lands, 
There the luxuriance of the fugar cane borders upon excels 
and from the plentiful crops of rice with which the lower fields 
are now loaded, every thing is to be expected from their fertility. 
Our gardens have already furnifhed us with cabbages and 
potatoes ; and when our induftry fhallhave reached the tops of 
the mountains, it will afford me but little furprife to fee in our 
plantations moft of the productions of Europe in ticir utmok 
perfection. Where the mercury will feldom aicend to fummer 
‘heat, with plants, even natives of the temperate zone, the rays 
of a perpendicular fun willonly give the neceflary power to 
vegetation, 

fn the ornament of the country nature has been peculiarly 
Javifh, An aflemblage of flowering trees and fhrubs in per 
petual bloom, and-endlefs in the variety of their {pecies, — 
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the firftthade. ©Thefe are theltered by foreft trees of anim- 
mente height, which fpread their wide-extended branches, and 
with their foliage afford protection to the tender bloffoms of 
more delicate parents. Here ftrangers feel with admiration the 
effect of the breezes fo ftrong!y impregnated with the perfume 
of the woods. To the native, whofe fenfe of {melling is 
blunted from long habit, it is however lefs grateful. 

The original animal productions of this ifland are very li- 
mited. Of quadrupeds, the wild hog, deer, and fquirrel, 
nearly comprehend the whole. ‘The abfence of the tiger and 
leopard, whofe numbers and ferocity almoft render the oppofite 
fhores uninhabitable, amply compenfate for this feeming de- 
ficiency. 

The flying fox and fquirrel are natives of this ifland ; the 
former a non-detcript, anda great natural curiofity. 

Of birds we have alfo. but few ; one of which only isre- 
markable for the melody of its notes. 

The crow and fparrow, the neVer-failing attendants on. po- 
pulation, have but lately made their appearance; they are now, 
however, rapidly increafing and multiplying. All the domedtic 
animals arrive here at great perfection. 

The fea around us-affords a vaft variety of fith of the bef 
flavour, and its fhores abundance of the fineft turtle and oytters, 
In thort, if an enchanting profpe@, a fine climate, and the des 
licacies of the table, are requifites towards the production of 
happinefs, we ought to enjoy no inconfiderable fhare of it. 

The pofleffion of this ifland, when viewed ina political and 
commercial light, is highly intcrefting. 

Our fituation, which renders us acceffible to all our fettle- 
ments during every feafon of the year, and where the voyage 
from either is generally performed in fixteen days, and will {el- 
dom exceed a menth, muft, in the event of a war in India 
with a naval power, be of immenfe advantage. 

Timbers fit for the mafts and yards of fhips of the firft rate, 
may be had in any quantity, with little trouble, and-ata fmall 
expence. The fmoothnefs of the water admits of careening, 
and every other repair that can be accomplifhed without a dock 5 
which, with the plenty of cattle and fruit we can be fupplied 
with from the main, conftitute the grand eflentials towards re- 
fitting of thips, and refrething their crews. 

The valuable trade in gold duft, tin, pepper, beetle nut, and 
canes, which is carried on in the Straits of Malacca, and for 
which we give in return opium and piece goods, the produce 
and manufacture of our own fettlements, was formerly, owing 
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to the rapacious manners of the natives, attended with the ut- 
moft danger—now the cafe is widely altercd—a fear of retalia. 
tion has_ produced an apparent honetty in their dealings, which 
their ruling paffion for plunder will never allow of being fin- 
cere. 

Our centrical fituation with regard to the trading coalts 
would render it an eafy matter to be amply revenged for any ac 
of barbarity or injuftice they might be induced to commit upon 
the fhips of our nation. ; 

As a ftorehoufe for the cotton annually exported to China by 
the Company’s fhips, we -have many ‘advantages over Madras. 
The voyage trom Bombay can be performed in much lefs time 5 
the landing and loading is here attended with norifk ; and pros 
fitable cargoes can be obtained for the returning fhips. 

The probability of this ifland becoming the grand refort for 
all the trading nations to the eaftward, where demand for opium 
is immenfe, but whofe: ignorance in navigation is too great to 
admit of their extending their excurfions beyond the Straits, 
mutt alfo add confiderably to the ‘importance of our eftablifh- 
ment. Our only rivals, the Dutch, at Malacca, muft foon 
yield to our fuperiority from a free trade.in opium and tin, their 
company having affixed death as a punithment to the individual 
detected in the purchafe or fale of thofe great ftaples. 

For the right of this ifland government is indebted to its 
prefent governor, Mr. Light, who, being a gentleman of ob- 
fervation, had long beheld it asa place of the utmoft importe 
ance for an Engliih fettlement, and at length procured a grant 
of it from the King of Queda, to whom he had formerly ren- 
dered effential fervice, 





4 HINT to ar MODERN INFIDELS. 
HEN the celebrated deiftical philofopher, David Hume, 


was once at Paris, fome converfation paffed between 
him and Meffieurs d’Alembert, Diderot, and other fublime 
geniufles, who were remarkable for affecting a noble contempt 
of the narrow nations and vulgar prejudices which, as they 
would have it, debaied the underftandinzgs even of a Bacon, a 


-Newton, and a Locke. Inthe courle of the converfation, it 


was difcovered, that Mr. Hume did not go quite fo farin the 
Unbeliever’s Creed as fome of the company. He contended 
for the exiftence, and for the moral government, of a Deity. 
After he had left the room, one of theie great philofophers be- 
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ing afked what he thought of Mr. Hume, anfwered, thathe 
certainly wasa man of an enlarged and liberal turn of mind, 
and that it was a great pity he had not been able to diveft hiin- 
felf wholly of fuperftition, and to fhake off the remaining 

prejudices of his education | 





Monthly Agricultural Report for Fuly 1793- 


HE harveft is pretty generally commenced. The crops 

of wheat are extremely irregular as to quantity and 

quality, ia different parts, according to the droughts and 
fhowers that have fo partially prevatled, 

In the Eaftern diftri€t, the wheat is much blacked and 
blighted, and that more fo on the beft lands. The Weftera 
and Southern counties have efcaped; but there corn has 
flightly eared, except in a few inftances, to no more than three 
fets.. Thecrops in the North, thewgt late, are promifing in 
moft kinds. The ryeis every where thin. Oats in general 
not half acrop, except in the fens, where they are very good; 
but upon the late fed turnip lands fearcely worth qe 
The baileys are much improved; thofe in Norfolk, in parti 
cular, are fine, owing to the fucceffion of genial fhowers. 

The fmail feed crops are not large this year; The muftard 
and rape are the moft promifing 5 the latter, now threfhing, 
are fo much plumped by the rains, that the price is declined to 
271. per latt. 

The early turnips have fucceeded or failed, in different coune 
ties, according to the variations of the weather. In Suffolk 
and Norfolk they appear beft. The latter fown ones, and alfo 
colefced, generally fucceed well, from the prefent moiftnefs of 
the lands. 

The young clovers have failed on the ftrong foils ; butin 
thofe parts that are tender and well cultivated, there are ftill 
hopes of a pliant. Clover feed, and winter tares rife in price, 
from the icea of their general failure, 

Hay of all kiads bas proved thin, except in the early crops 
round the metropolis. “he late rains, however, will compen- 
fate in fome degree for the deficiency, by plentiful lattere 


maths. 
The hop plantations, which have fuffered fo univerfally by 


the veri, bony, and fire-blait, have received fome benefit 
from the caa..ye of weather. lu Kent, they had earlier rains 
6 but 
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but even there they do not reckon in the aggregate upon more 
than a quarter of acrop ! ies AES 
In wool little or nothing has been done at prefent.—-The 
flock-mafters in moft countries have united to refift the com- 
binations.of the wool jobbers, and laudably. determined to dif- 
pofe of theiravool in future only. by publick mart. The une 
employed {tate of our manufaCturers at this time rather favour 
ing the jobbers, the growers have very prudently and generally 
sefolved to keep this.year’s growth over to the next feafon. 
The little bufinefs that has been done in the wool way, was at 
the following prices, viz. 
_ + Nogfelk, South-down, and fine Welch, 11d. per lb, —Coarfe, 
and long, wools, from 6d. to 8d. ; 

. An,aglarming depreciation of more than one-third from laft 
year’s prices, 

Smithfield market has retained good prices for beef and 
mutton, except two market days which were , remarkable for 
their exceffive heat. Lamb alfo ftill fells well ; but veal, in 
the carcafe, has for fome time paft been fcarcely marketable. 
Store hogs, fit for the victualling-office or diftilleries, were 
never known fo dear. Lean-ftock, of all kinds, that were 
rather low from the want of feed, are now advancing in price, 
from the general profpe& of plenty through the autumnal 
months. 

[This account is not calculated for the Weftern Counties ; 
in moft parts of which the crops are more abundant than is 
remembered by the oldeft perfon.] 


7 





Mr. Heron’s Account of the extraordinary Change of 
Manners which Commerce and Opulence have iniroduced 


into Glafgow, the weftern Emporium of Scotland. 


Ad I proceeded, I faw fome inftances of the licence of a 
Glafgow Sunday. ‘The time was when the inhabitants 
ufed to fanctify the Lerd’s-day with peculiar folemnity, nay even 
with a degree of fuperftitious reverence. None might neg- 
leét due attendance at church; none might faunter carelefsly 
through the ftreets ; convivial enjoyment could be indulged in, 


only under the mafk of religion; the ardour of a man’s de- 


votion, and the correctnefs of his morality, were eftimated by 

the zeal with which he liftened to long fermons, uttered or 

joined in long prayers, and maintained what was fancied a reli- 
VoL, XXII. 549. Z gious 
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“gious auftcrity of afpect and deportment. TThofe days are 
paft. Inthe progrefs of its population, induftry, and refine- 
“ment, Glafgow has loft much of its'ancient piety. All ranks 
of its inhabitants feem now to confider Sunday as a day they 
‘may lawfully dedicate to amufement. The more worthlefs and 
“licentious part of the labouring artifans {pend the evening of 
‘Saturday, ‘aH Sunday, and the forenoon of Monday, in that 
‘difipation ‘and rict, the means of which, the wages of the 
“foregoing week, have enabled them to purchafe. Thofe of 
‘this clafs whofe manners are fomewhat lefs profligate, make 
Sunday excurfions into the country, vifit their friends and ace 
quaintance, and cheer themfelves-with a dinner more com- 
fortable than ordinary. ‘There is yet a third divifion of men in 
the fame fituation, who indeed go to church for fome part of the 
day, aad perhaps read a page or two of the Bible, or fome 
other pions book, at home, but think it reafonable to give the 
far greater part of the day to amufement of what they deem — 
an harmlefs nature. The manufacturers and merchants, if 
obliged to ipend the forencon in their counting rooms, make 
a point, however, of appropriating the afternoon and evening 
to convivial enjoyment—with the abftraction of a thort inter 
‘val, in which, rifing in gay {pirits from the table, they repair to 
the Tontine coffee-houle to talk over the news of the day, and 
ihe tranfactions of the week, and to makc up parties for fup- 
per, or for fome future dinner. If happily not detained by bu- 
finefs in the forenoon, they make parties to ride out into the 
country, and to dine at fome inn, or perhaps. at the villa of 
fome friend, or of the rambler’s own. The dinner isa gay one; 
‘the conviviality being nowile reftrained by the fanctity of the 
day, and the party commonly return, in tip-top f{pirits, to town 
Theclerks, fhopmen, znd apprentices, make this no lefs a day 
of recreation than theie mafters. On the Sunday the clerk 
and the fhopman hire horfes, put on boots and fpurs, and fally 
out like fo many knights-errant, to exhibit themielves as gen- 
‘tlemen on the highways, and at the inns and country villages. 
Having bvt one day in feven on which to act in this high cha- 
rater, they are willing to make the moft of that feventh day. 
“They accordingly rids out in the moft furious manner, if the 
have been learned to fit on horieback, befpatter the foot-pal- 
fengers, acceft and abufe every civil ranger they may happen 
to meet, get drunk at the inns, fwear at the landlord and 
‘waiters, and retura homewards in all the glory of drunkennefs, 
vulgarity, and infolence. 
I had 
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T had occafion to remark on the highway, as I drew near to 
the city of Glafgow, appearances enough to juttify all that I 
have here faid. Iwas unlucky enough to fall in with two 
young men who feemed to be of the laft of the defcriptions 
above mentioned. Not being of a temper to enter eagerly 
into converfation with ftrangers, I paffed them civilly, flacken- 
ing my {peed as I pafled them ; and then renewing the round 
trot at which I had been before riding. I was foon furprifed, 
however, to hear the gentlemen whom [had left behind ride 
furioufly after me. T held in my horfe that they might pafs. 
They paffed, but immediately halted, fo that I could notavoid 
overtaking them. Still unwilling to join company with them, 
I again pafled, but was foon again overtaken. I then deters 
mined to ride on, as before I had firft come up with them, 
carelefs whether with, before, or behind them. But they per- 
fifted to teafe and perfecute me, by one little art or another, 
till my patience was exhaufted and my fortitude fubdued.— 
I addreffed them gently and fubmiffively ; and, by foothing 
their pride and petulance, was then fuffered to ride on quietly 
in company with them. Such are the incidents which a tra- 
veller cannot well avoid meeting with, ona Sunday, in the vie 
cinity of this city. 





T RULE: BI GN iti % 
LT igpoeres the great, and the avaricious of this world are 


contriving means to aggravate national hatred; and, 
perhaps, fonder of fatisfying vanity than juftice, are willing to 
make the world uneafy becaufe they themfelves are fo, men of 
genius and of a philofophical {pirit continue ever the friends of 
man. United by one bond, purfuing one defign, they {pend 
their labour, and their lives, in making their fellow. creatures 
happy, and repairing the breaches caufed by ambition. In this 
light, the meaneft philofopher, though all his pofleffions are his 
lamp or his cell, is more truly valuable than he, whofe name 
echoes to the fhout of the million, and who ftands in all the 
glare of admiration. in this light, though poverty and con 
temptuous neglect are all the wages of his good will from 
mankind, yet the rectitude of his intention is an ample recome 
pence; and felf-applaufe for the prefent, and the alluring 
profpect of fame for futurity, reward his labours. The per- 
{pective of life brightens upon us, when terminated by an ob- 
Jetfocharming. Every intermediate image of want, banifh- 
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ment, or forrow, receives a luftre from its diftant influence. 
With this in view, the patriot, philofopher, and poct, have 
often looked with calmnels on difgrace and famine, and refted 
on their ftraw with cheerful ferenity. Even the lait terrors of 
departing nature abate of their feverity, and look kindly on 
him, who confiders his fufferings as a paflport to immortality, 
and lays his forrows on the bed of fame. 
G. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of CHANCERY, LINCOLN’s INN HALL. 
Tvespay, Auguft 6. 





ANDERSON verfus THomas Mo sy. 


IS Lordfhip, to-day, made a decree in this caufe, of the 
greateft importanée to the commercial world. 

The plaintiff is the aflignce of Brough, Molby, and fon: 
He filed this bill againft the defendant, to fet afide, and declare 
void, the payment of different fums, amounting to goool. al. 
ledged to have been paid to him without confideration.—T hefe 
are the circumftances of the cafe: 

Brough, Molby, George,. and the defendant, Thomas 
Molby, were in partnerfhip, under the name of Brough, 
Molby, and Sons. The defendant, as he admitted by his an- 
fwer, became defirous to withdraw himfelf from the firm, fuf- 
pecting that it might foon be in an infolvent ftate by reafon of 
fome bad, and many precarious debts, For this purpofe, 
without any deed of difidlution, or other formal ceremony, he 
agreed with his two partners to withdraw his fhare of the capi- 
tal from the partnerfhip ftock ; and they paid him, in 1788, 
the fum of 8000]. as part of the balance due to him, and ad- 
mitted, by their agreement, that he was entitled to an addi- 
tional fum, which they promifed to pay. In May 1788, a 
fhort time after this tranfaction, the new firm {topped pay- 
ment ; and the prefent defendant claims, under the commiffion, 
arateable proportion of his debts, as acknowledged in the 
above-mentioned agreement. 

Lord Loughborough held, that all the money paid to him 
from 1784 to 1788 was without any confideration, except a 
colourable one. His fufpicions of the infolvency of the firm 
amounted 
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amounted very near to ceftainty; and upon what principle of 
juttice could he retire, with the whole of his capital, in thefe 
circumftances? It appeared, that after payment of debts, he 
could not have taken any effective profitable balance: But 
the property of a partner in the common ftock mutt always be 
fubject to the payment of debts; therefore, whether there was 
a balance due to him or not, what he had taken was fubject to 
the creditors of the firm. He was certainly a creditor of the 
new firm, for his fhare in the old ftock ; but that was a fhare 
of lofs, not of profit. His Lordfhip then declared, that the 
payment of the money to the’ defendant was fraudulent and 
void; and ordered that the mafter fhould take an account of 
the different fums, and make the neceflary enquirics, to give 
effect to the claims of creditors, and to thofe of the defendant 
himfelf, if it fhould appear that an effective balance had been 
due to him at the diflolution of the partnerthip, 





Sir Joun L’ecarp againft Hopces. 


THE Lord Chancellor gave judgement in this caufee The 
circumftances were briefly thefe:—-The defendant, on his 
marriage in 1782, to the prefent Mrs. Hodges, had cove- 
nanted to fet apart, in three years after marriage, one-third part 
of his property, till 10,000!. was accumulated, as provifion for 
Mrs. Hodges, in cafe fhe furvived him. In 1784, his affairs 
being deranged, he made over the whole of his property to 
Mefirs. Johnfon and Turner, to pay his debts, allowing him 
1oool. per ann. Thefe truftees refufed to comply with the 
conditions of the marriage covenant, and a bill was therefore 
filed, to compel them. 

His Lordfhip, confidering that the defendant would in his 
perfon be liable to be compelled to conform to the covenant, 
and that the truftees, or rather, as they were to-be confidered, 
his agents and attornies, were to ftand in precifely the fame 
fituation, was pleafed to decree, that the defendant Hodges 
ought {pecifically to perform the covenant entered into on his 
marriage ; and that Meflrs. Johnfon and Turner ought to ace 
count for the third part of the amount of the eftates and profits 
of the defendant to the truftees of the marriage, fo long as the 
defendant’s eftates fhall continue under their management and 
direction, 
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WEDNESDAY, Auguft 7e 
Ex parte JAMESON, 


THOMAS and Robert Jamefon were in partnerfhip, and 
are now bankrupts. Robert was the affignee of Lewis and 
Potter, and received 20001. of their property, in that character ; 
but the greateft part of the money was due to himfelf. The 
prefent petition prayed, that his Lordfhip would direc an 
action at law to be broughttotry whether the money received 
by Robert Jamefon fhould go for the benefit of the creditors 
of Lewis and Potter, or of the creditors of Jamefon and Co, 
The prayer of the petition was granted, 





Ex Parte Jonas SPENCER. 


THIS petition was to fuperfede a commiffion of bankrupt. 

Spencer was confined for debt in Lancafter gaol; and 
Greenwood, an attorney, knowing of this, Jent him 100l. in 
a bill of exchange, without any other confideration than a note 
from the prifoner in return. Upon this bill the commiffion 
was fued out. 

Lord T.oughborough faid the whole was a miferable tranf- 
action, and ordered the Commiffion to be fuperfeded. 





Ex Parte MARTIN. 


THIS was to remove the aflignees of the petitioner, and to 
have anew election for others. The caufe of complaint was, 
that they had refufed to admit reafonable proof of debts. The 
removal was ordered. 





Ex Parte Vivian. 


THE Attorney General {tated, that this was a petition on 
behalf of Mr. Vivian ; the prayer of it was, that Mr. Richard 
Bevan and Mr. William Cooke, who were affignees under the 
bankruptcy of Mr. Henry Thomas, which happened in the 
county of Glamorgan, in July, 1775, might be removed— 
The complaint againft the affignees was, that they had ree 
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ceived money more than was fufficient to’ pay all the creditors 
208.in the pound: That taey had fatisfied. themfelves theie 
own debts, and feveral other of the creditors in preference to 


ip, and the reft. The petition alfo ftated, that the affignecs had made 
vis _and no dividend, although ‘they had received rents and profits of 
radter 5 freehold and leafehold eftates. The petition prayed alfo, that it 
The fhould be referred to the Matter, to: take account of the money 
et an the affignees had received. ait 4 ¢ 
ceived “Mir. Mansfield fiid' he was Counfel for the 2ffignees.— 
editors With regard to the hiftory of this cafe, it was one of the moft 
id Co, fingular that ever happened in a bankruptcy. ~The debts 


amounted to about 1600}. and were proved under the com- 
miffion j and although almoft all the creditors lived in that part of 
the country where the commifiion was taken out, and where the 
aflignees lived, none of them made the leat complaint ; and 
in fact this petition was prefented by Mr. Thomas, the nephew 


krupt. and the heir at law of the bankrupt; under thefe circum- 

3; and ftances, he trufted bis Lordfhip would fee no reafon to remove 

ol. in the affignees ; with refpect to the account prayed for, they had 

a note no objection. . 

niffion _ The Lord Chancellor faid, he was very glad this application 
was made. It was evident that abufes might be committed by 

tranf- affignees. He fhould direct thefe affignees to account before 


the Mafter forall the money they had received as aflignees.— 
He fhould order alfo, that the Mafter do take an account of the 
value of the eftates, the profits of which they had received.— 
That the Mafter fhouid enquire whether any of the creditors 
had been paid in full by the affignees, and when. That the 
Mafter do make refts in the account, and do charge the aflignees 


apache: with intereft for the balance in their hands. If the Matter 
The found that the aflignees had paid any creditor in full, he fhould 


make them pay all the other creditors in full, with intereit, as 
from that day. His Lordfhip faid he did not accufe the af- 
fignees with having paid any creditor. He obferved he had it 
in contemplation to make a general order that atiignees thould 
pay, as of courfe, the money that came into their bands, into 
the hands of a banker, unless the creditors dhouid with other 
on on wife. 
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writers, which the numerous clafs of their imitaters have con- 
tributed to diffufe. . It was a good method, which the father of 
the late poet Saint Foix took to reclaim his fon from this ju- 
venile error, The young poet had fhut himfelf up for. fome 
timein his ftudy, and his father, willing teknow what had en- 
gaged his attention fo clofely, upon entering, found him bufied 
in drawing up a new fyftem of religion, and endeavouring to 
fhew the abfurdity of that already eftablifhed. The old maa 
knew by experience that it was ufelefs to endeavour torcon- 
vince a vain young man by right reafon; fo only defired his 
company up ftairs. When come inte the father’s apartment, 
hetakes his fon:by the hand, and drawing back a curtain at one 
end of the room difcovered a crucifix, exquifitely painted.— 
“ My fon,” fays he, “ you defire to ehange the religion of our 
country ; behold the fate of a reformer !” 





an" 2°08 2 COD O°"? £; 
[From Collinfon’s Hiftory of Somerfet.]} 


N this county was fhed the firft blood in the Revolution of 
1688, and the laft in the infurreétion of the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, which terminated by his total. defeat in Sedgmoor 
yy 6,1685. To thew that the feverities exercifed upon the 
uke’s unhappy and deluded followers have not been exe 
aggerated, I fhall produce the following document: 
Somerfetthire i Edward Hobbes, Eig. fherreife of ye 
*U countie aforefaid, to the conftables and 
other his Majefties officers of the cittie and burrough of Bath 
greeting: Whereas I have received a warrant under the hard 
and feale of the Right Honble the Lord Jeffreys for executing 
of feveral rebells within your faid cittie, thele are therefore 
to willand require yow immediately on fight hereof to erect a 
gallows inthe moft publike place of your faid cittie to hang 
the faid traitors on, and that you provyde traitors to bang them 
with, a fufficient number of faggotts to burne the bowells of 
fower traytors, and a furnace or cauldron to boyle their heads 
and quarters, and falt to boyle therewith, half a buthell to each 
traytor, and tarr totarr ym with, and a fufficient number of 
fpeares and poles-to fix and place their heads and quarters : 
And that yow warne the owners of fower oxen to be ready with 
a drav and wayne and the faid fower oxen at the time hereafter 


mencioned for execution, and that yow yorlelves togeather with 
6 guard 
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guard of fortie able men att the leaft- to be prefent on Wede 
nefday morning next by eight of the clock, to be aiding and 
affifting to me, or my deputie, to fee the faid rebels executed. 
Given under my feal of office this 16th day of Novem- 
ber, An 1. Facobi Jecundi 1685. 
EDWARD HOBBES, Vic. 


Yow are alfoe to provide an axe and a cleaver for the 
quartering the faid rebells. 


[The total tax for Danegeld in this county paid into the 
King’s treafury at Winchefter, in the time of King William 
the Cidantae was 509]. 

The number of inhabitants that paid to the fubfidy of 
51 Edward III. was 54,603. 

The number of houfes which paid chimney-money in this 
county in 1685, was 44,686. 

Somerfetthire contains forty hundreds, feven liberties, two 
cities, 7 boroughs, 29 market-towns, one Bifhopric, three 
Archdeaconries, 13 Deaneries, and 482 parifhes. ] 





Curious Comment on a Paffage in the Second Book of the 
Maccabees. 


Ht dew antiquity of the appearance of Northern Lights has 
been doubted; as none were recorded in our annals 
fince the remarkable one on November 14, 1574, till another 
remarkable one on March 6, 1716, and the three following 
nights, which at the fame time in Ireland, Ruffia, and Poland, 
extending near 30 degrees of longitude and from about the 
5oth degree of Jatitude over almoft all the north of Europe. 
There is, however, reafon to believe them of remote antiquity 
though inaccurately deicribed ; thus the following curious paf- 
fage from the book of Maccabees, book ii. c. 5. is fuch a des 
{cription of them, as might probably be given by an ignorant 
andan alarmed people. ‘ Through ali the city, for the {pace 
of almoft forty days, there were feen horfemen running in the 
air, in cloth of gold, and armed with lances, like a band of 
foldiers:; and troops of horfemen in array encountering and 
running one againft another, with fhaking of fhields and mul- 
titude of pikes, and drawing of fwords, and cafting of darts, 
and glittering of golden ornaments, and harnefs of all forts.” 


Vou. XXII, 549. 2A DUELLING: 
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DUELLING: & Anecdote. 


HE firft duel in New England was fought with fword 
and dagger between two fervants, Neither of them 
was killed, but both were wounded. For this difgraceful of- 
fence they were formally tried before the-whole company*, 
and fentenced to have their “* heads and feet tied together, 
and fo to be twenty-four hours without meat or drink.” Such, 
however, was the painfulnefs of their fituation, and their pitcous 
intreaties to be releafed, that, upon promife of their good 
behaviour in future, they were foon releafed by the Governor. 
« Such was the origin,” fays Mr. Morfe, “ and fuch, I may 
almoft venture to fay, was the termination of the odious prac. 
tice of duelling in New England, for there have been very few 
duels fought there fince. The true method of preventing 
crimes is to render them difgraceful. Upon this principle, 
can there be a punifhment better calculated to exterminate 
this criminal practice than the above ?” 


* The firft fettlers. 





NEW APPARATUS fr COINING. 


R. BOULTON has lately conftruéted at Soho, near 
Birmingham, a moft magnificent apparatus for coin- 

ing, which has coft him fome thoufand pounds; the whole 
machinery is moved by an improved fteam-engine, which rolls 
the copper for half-pence finer than copper has before been 
rolled for the purpofe of making money ; its works the cous 
poirs or f{crew-prefles for cutting out the circular pieces of 
copper; and coins both the faces and edges of the money at 
the fame time, with fuch fuperior excellence and cheapnefs of 
workmanthip, as well as with marks of fuch powerful ma- 
chinery as muft totally prevent clandeftine imitation, and in 
confequence fave many lives from the hand of the executioner ; 
a circumftance worthy the attention of a great minifter. Ifa 
civic crown was given in Rome for preferving the life of one 
citizen, Mr. Boulton fhould be covered with garlands of oak ! 
By this machinery four boys of ten or twelve years old are 
capable of ftriking off 30,000 guineas in an hour, and the 
machine itfeif keeps an unerring account of the pieces 
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A ROYAL ANECDOTE, 


Wren the exprefs came over from Valenciennes, Capt. 

Calvert proceeded to Kew, and defired when the King 
awoke they would inform him of his arrival. His Majefty had 
been obferved to wear a fixed melancholy in his countenance 
for fome days before, as he knew of all the intended meafures 
abroad, though the Queen did not ; when he went to commu-~ 
nicate to her Majefty the event, he took her hand, but—unable 
to proceed—burit into tears. Lady Elgin, who was in wait- 
ing, faid fhe never was witnefs to any fcene more affecting. 





A remarkable Inflance of Gallic Levtty. 
phair every thing was fettled for the furrender of Va 


lenciennes, a frefh deputation was obferved to come from 
the town ; the Duke of York concluded they wanted to trifle 
with him, and declared he wouldliftento nothing further; how- 
ever he was prevailed on by the gentlemen about him to alter 
his refolution, and the party was admitted to his prefence. It 
abfolutely was the manager of the theatre at the head of his 
actors !—he had come to intreat his Highnefs’s commands re- 
fpecting the play he would have performed on the taking of 
the town. He had done himfelf the honour of giving out 
Richard—an Englith hero—but if that was not agreeable any 
other, &c. 





Anfwer, by Homo, near Cerne, to Curiofus’s Charade, inferted, 
Fune 3 


HEN youthful follies bear the fway, 
And Lu/ and paffion lead aftray, 

How many ills from thence enfue, 
And often ruin not a few ; 
But when pure love doth reign within, 
And charity forbids to fin, 
Tis then we'fee the happy pair 
To Hymen’s altar oft repair 5 
Where asa pledge the Ring is given 
To feal and ratify th’ union, 
And may each charm the fair one grace 


Superior to LUSTRING or Jace. 
2A2 4)]¢ We 
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++ We have received the like anfwer from J. Collins, of 
Uffculm; and J. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell. 





Anfwer, by F. M. A. near Sherborne, ta Quietus’s Anagram, ins 
Jerted Fune 3 


NT is an infe&t known full well, 
Add G to that, Guat it will tell ; 
Change it aright, omit that letter, 
?Tis TAN doth make ox-hides wear better. 


*/* We have received the like anfwer from R. S. of Ave. 
ton Gifford; J. Collins, of Uffculm; Wm, Sinkins, O, §, 
A. Apfey, and W.C. junior, of Briftol; J. B. Chivers, of St, 
Auftell; J. Traer, and E. Giddy, of Truro; W, Brewer, and 
Agarbus, of Taunton; Automatarius Caryienfis; and John 
Commins, of Taviftock. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to R. Scribbler’s Rebus, 
inferted Fune 3. 


HE initials felected, and joined aright, 
A fweet HONEYSUCKLE they will bring to fight, 


I$] We have received the like anfwer from E. Giddy, of 
Truro. 








A QUESTION, by Richard Bennetts, near Penzance. 


por the length of a walking ftick = 48 inches ; now 
fuppofe at each end two weights were put, the one of 
4lbs. the other 6lbs.—Required from hence the true central 
ravity of the faid weights from the two extremities of the 
tick, and alfo a rule for working all queftions of this nature? 





4 REBUS, by HW. Gofi, of Penzance. 


Well-known fruit you'll fir difplay; 
And then a well-known bird of prey 5 


A montter 
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A monfter welcome but to few; 

A name well-known to me and you; 

A fpot in which-I take delight; 

A bird that’s feldom fav’d by flight ; f 

A well-known King of power and might; 

A near relation then you'll find ; 

And laft a man of heavenly mind : 
Join the initials, and you’ll foon explore, 
What youths in common fear, but not adore. 





4n ENIGMA, by Un Inconnu, of Cullumpton, 


O ‘afcertain our origin, 
Its neceflary you begin 
To ranfack hift’r,’s ancient pages 
Back e’en to man’s primeeval ages, 
When the firft-made of human-kind, 
‘In earthly Paradife confin’d, ’ 
Partook the curfed fruit forbidden, 
With them, no doubt, we dwelt in Eden ; 
And long before we were exifting, 
If what's related we may truit in. 
We have attended ever fince 
As well the fubjeé& as, the prince ; 
The patriot, hero, beggar, clown, 
Our influence at times muft own, 
And many thoufands every day 
At our diferetion muft obey. 
Are we not formidable? when 
We trample on the beft of men; 
And in our conquefts, it is known, 
We frequently attain a crown. 
But Oh! the fequel of the ftory— 
No fooner gain’d this pitch of glory, 
Than we a {acrifice become, 
Yet never murmur at our doom. 


OOOO OOK 


§*§ We think it beft to decline inferting the Letter, figned “ An 
Englifbman,” as its being publifhed would give Offence to many 
Perfons, and could anfwer no material Purpofé. 

§+§ Several Pieces of Poetry lately received are much too itm 


accurate for Infertion. 
POETRY, 


























> 


POETRY. 


A HERMIT’s MEDITATION. 


N lonefome cave 
Of nvife and interruption void, 
His thoughtful folitude 
A hermit thus enjoy’d : 


His choiceft book 
‘The remnant of a human head 
The volume was, whence he 
This folemn le€ture read— 


s¢ Whoe’er thou wert, 

«¢ Partner of my retirement now, 
« My neareft intimate, 

“ My beft companion thou ! 


« QOn thee to mufe, 

« The bufy living world I left 5 
« Of converfe all but thine, 

«¢ And filent that, bereft, 


«© Wert thou the rich, 
“ The idol of a gazing crowd? 
“ Wert thou the great, 


* To whom obfequious thoufands bow’d? 


“ Was learning’s ftore 





« E’er treafur’d up within this fhell ? 


« Did wifdom e’er within 
“ This empty hollow dwell? 


« Did youthful charms 

“ E’er reddenon this ghaftful face? 
« Did beauty’s bloom thefe cheeks, 
This forchead ever grace? 








II 


« If 
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“ 


If on this brow 

« E’er fat the fcornful, haughty frown, 
Deceitful pride! where now 

« Isthat difdain ?—’tis gone. 


If chearful mirth 

“ A gaynefs o’er this baldnefs caft, 
Delufive, fleeting joy ! 

“ Where is it now !—'tis paft. 


To deck this fcalp 

“ If tedious long-liv’d hours it coft, 
Vain fruitlefs toil ! where’s now 

« That labour feen?—’tis loft. 


But painful fweat, 

“ The dear-earn’d price of daily bread, 
Was all, perhaps, that thee 

s With hungry forrows fed. 


Perhaps but tears, 

« Sureft relief of heart-fick woe, 
Thine only drink, from down 

“© Thofe fockets us’d to flow. 


Opprefs’d perhaps 
“ With aches, with age and all its cares, 
Down to the grave thou brought’ft 


- & A few, and hoary hairs ; 


Lal 
nv 


?Tis all perhaps ! 

“ No marks, no token can I trace 
What, on this ftage of life 

“ Thy rank or ftation was, 


Namelefs, unknown ! 

* Of all diftintions ftripp’d and bare, 
In nakednefs conceal’d, 

© Oh! who fhall thee declare ? 


Namelefs, unknown ! 

“© Yet fit companion thou for me, 
Who hear no human voice, 

“ No human vifage fee. 


From me, from thee, 
“* The glories of the world are gone $ 


“«N 


or 
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“ Nor yet have eitlier loft 
«© What we could call our own. 


“¢ What we are now, 

“ The great, the wife, the fair, the brave, 
s¢ Shall all hereafter be, 

« All hermits in the grave.” 





THE BARD’s EPITAPH. 


[From Poems chiefly in the Scottifh Diale&t, by Rosert Burns.] 





Tr there a whim-infpired fool, 
Too faft for thought, too hot for rule, 
Too blate* to feek, too proud to fnoolf, 
Let him draw near; 
And o’er this grafly heap fing dolet, 
And drop a tear. 
Is there a bard of ruftic fong 
Who thoughtlefs fteals the crowds among, 
That weekly this area throng, 
Oh! pafs not by: 
But with a frater-feeling trong, 
Here heavea figh ! 
Is there aman whofe judgment clear, 
Another’s teach the courte to fteer, 
Yet runs himfelf life’s mad carcer, 
Wild as the wave; 
Here paufe,—and thro’ the /arting-tear, 
Survey this grave. 


The poor inhabitant below, 
Was quick to learn, and wife to know, 
And keenly felt the friendly glow, 
And fofter flame :" 
But thoughtlefs follies laid him low, 
And ftain’d his name. 
Reader attend — Whether thy foul, 
Soars fancy’s flights beyond the pole, 
Or darkling grubs this earthly hole, 
In low purfuit 5 
Learn—Cautious, prudent, felf-controul, 
1s wijdor’s root. 


* Bafhful. } Stoop. + Lament, 














